
USD$4,995 double occupancy 
USD$5,875 single occupancy 

A culinary tour with Chef Steph from Julia Child’s Kitchen 

New Zealand  
Escape the usual tourist circuits and become the envy of your 
friends on this degustation Summer vacation. Join me, Chef 

Stephanie Hersh, as I lead you around New Zealand to  
discover award winning wines, fine cuisine and fresh local  

produce.  Master the ‘tricks of the trade’ with cooking  
demonstrations and fun, hands-on sessions. Each day I will 

entertain you with captivating tales from my many years as the  
Executive Personal Assistant to Julia Child. 

Influenced by Asia, Europe and the Middle East, New  

Zealand’s Pacific Rim cuisine has its own distinctive flavour 
and style.  From gourmet dining to fresh fish and chips on the 

beach; from a Maori hangi cooked underground, to a  
traditional BBQ dinner with family and friends, there is some-

thing to suit all tastes. 

• Hosted by Chef Steph from Julia Child’s Kitchen 

• Private cooking lesson in the French settlement of Akaroa 

• Sample three icons of Marlborough: the Sounds, world renowned 

Sauvignon Blanc, and Greenshell Mussels 

• Learn the secrets of a boutique chocolatier 

• Join local Maori at their Marae (meeting house) for a hangi 

(ceremonial dinner) 

• Discover Kai Moana (food of the sea) during a fun cooking lesson 

with Chef Steph 

• Limited to just 16 guests! Call reservations to reserve your space 

now! T: +64 3 343 3333 or E: travel@pionair.com 

Highlights 

Chef Steph 
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16 – 26 January 2011 

Cooking should be fun! 

Martha Stewart, Stephanie & Julia 

Stephanie & Julia 



Days 1 & 2: Friday 14 & Saturday 15 January. Depart the USA on  

Friday and fly across the International Date Line en-route to New Zealand. 

Day 3: Sunday 16 January. Arrive into Christchurch, New Zealand’s 

‘Garden City’. Welcome dinner and tour briefing. (D) 

Day 4: Monday 17 January. We start our culinary discovery in the historic 

French settlement of Akaroa.  Using fresh, local ingredients we create 
mouth watering recipes with Chef Steph as she regales us with stories 

about Julia Child, the woman famous for ‘Mastering the Art of French 

Cooking’. (BL) 

Day 5: Tuesday 18 January. Enjoy a scenic feast on the drive up to  

Blenheim – the Kaikoura mountain range on one side and the rugged 
Pacific Ocean coastline on the other. Travel through some of New  

Zealand’s finest horticultural and farmland areas, and see amazing wildlife 

such as dolphins, seals and penguins from the comfort of our luxury 

coach. Arriving in the world renowned Marlborough wine region, join wine 

maker Dr John Forrest for an exclusive tour through his Forrest Estate 

vineyards followed by a degustation dinner matched with their award  

winning wines. (BLD) 

Day 6: Wednesday 19 January. Our morning begins with a unique cruise 

taking in the stunning Marlborough Sounds.  See mussel farms where 

native green lipped mussels are cultivated, learn the importance of this 

local export and sample a local favourite – freshly steamed mussels  

perfectly matched to a Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc.  This evening a 
local boutique chocolatier opens his doors to teach us the art of creating 

chocolate delights, and Chef Steph shows how to a whip up a delectable 

dessert. (BLD) 

Day 7: Thursday 20 January. Shop where the foodies shop! Visit local 

artisan producers, an olive oil producer, a hydroponic salad and herb farm, 
an organic nut farm, and even the local honey apiary, to pick up various 

ingredients for today’s lunch. Enjoy an interactive cooking demonstration 

with Chef Steph and friends overlooking the vineyards of Blenheim. Learn 

from the best insightful tips and tricks as you help prepare the lunch ban-

quet featuring New Zealand lamb. (BL) 

Day 8: Friday 21 January. Farewell the South Island, flying over Cook 

Strait to the nation’s capital, Wellington. Since its opening in 1998, Te 

Papa, Museum of New Zealand, has built a worldwide reputation for its 

fresh and bold approach to presenting a nation’s treasures and stories. 

Here we take an informed guided tour of the Maori Taonga (treasures) and 

learn how these are a living part of Maori history and culture. This  
afternoon we fly to Napier in the Hawke's Bay, New Zealand’s oldest  

established wine-growing region. (BLD) 

Day 9: Saturday 22 January. Black Barn 'Growers’ Market is nestled in 

the heart of Black Barn’s vineyard. Crammed with freshly baked breads, 

locally roasted coffee, flowers, meat, 

pickles, olive oil, organic veges,  

lavender products and more, we 

collect our essential ingredients for 
an interactive cooking lesson.  The 

River Room kitchen is perched 

above the Tuki Tuki River looking 

directly at the dramatic eastern face 

of Te Mata Peak. (BL) 

Day 10: Sunday 23 January. See the largest, most accessible mainland 

gannet colony in the world at Cape Kidnappers.  Crossing Cape Kidnap-

pers Station by private 4WD vehicle, enjoy the unique experience of being 

surrounded by 20,000 gannets as they swoop and dive around us with 

their amazing six foot wing spans.  Lunch is a quintessential Kiwi barbe-

que and demonstration with Chef Steph. 

Continuing our journey to the geothermal wonderland of Rotorua a local 

Maori tribe have invited us to their Marae (meeting house), for some au-

thentic Maori kai (food). Learn how the tribe has adapted and integrated 

their cultural traditions and methods to modern life. The natural thermal 

activity is abundant in the area, much of it steaming up in people's  

gardens. (BLD) 

Day 11: Monday 24 January.  800 years before the arrival of the Europe-

ans, Maori harvested the forest for food and medicines.  Our host, Charles 

Royale, a top New Zealand chef, takes us on an exclusive Maori food trail 

followed by lunch.  Discover the many medicinal remedies used by the 
Maori and how our chef has reinvented ancient recipes and cooking prac-

tices that are now being adopted in lodges, hotels, cafés and restaurants 

throughout New Zealand.  Taste the food of both the past and present as 

our chef and guide demonstrates his culinary expertise utilizing flora and 

fauna from the forest.  This afternoon continue by coach through to cos-

mopolitan Auckland, the ‘City of Sails’. (BL) 

Day 12: Tuesday 25 January. Take a walk around the Auckland Fish 

Market with Chef Steph to understand what to look for when purchasing 

seafood and produce. Discuss the variety of fish species, shellfish and 

crustaceans on display before taking our ‘catch of the day’ to the demon-

stration room for an interactive class. During this informative lesson Chef 

Steph encourages us be creative with Kai Moana (food of the sea). To-
night celebrate Kiwi culture and cuisine at a farewell dinner party. (BLD) 

Day 13: Wednesday 26 January. Depart New Zealand (B) 

Limited to 16 guests—Reserve your space today! 
For more information contact Pionair Reservations 
T: +64 3 343 333 • E: travel@pionair.com 

Itinerary 

Chef Steph 



16–26 January 2011 
Dates 
16—26 January 2011 

Group Size 
This culinary adventure is limited to 16 participants 

Cost Per Person 
USD$4,995 double occupancy 

USD$5,875 single occupancy 

Air Arrangements 
International and USA domestic airfare is not included in 
the program cost. Round-trip, economy class airfare on 

Air New Zealand from Los Angeles to Christchurch is 

approximately USD$1,800 as of August 2010 and is 

subject to change without notice. Information on recom-

mended flight itineraries can be sent upon confirmation if 

requested. 

Included 
10 nights of premium hotel accommodations; Millennium, 

Christchurch; Marlborough Vintners Retreat, Blenheim; 

The Crown Hotel, Napier; Millennium, Rotorua; Stamford 

Plaza, Auckland • 10 breakfasts, 9 lunches and 6 din-

ners • Domestic flights Blenheim/Wellington/Napier, 

economy class* • All transfers as per scheduled itinerary, 
in a luxury coach • All tours and excursions as described 

in the itinerary • Private guides and chefs as per the itin-

erary • Welcome and farewell dinner • Gratuities to por-

ters, guides, and drivers for all group activities • Pre trip 

information and assistance from Unparalleled Journeys 

by Pionair • Services of professional tour manager to 

assist you throughout the program 

*New Zealand domestic luggage allowance for economy 

class is 1 piece up to 23kgs/51lbs. 

Not included 
• International air nor air ticket taxes • Optional excur-

sions or deviations from the scheduled itinerary • Internal 

air pre or post tour • Items of a personal nature (laundry, 

overweight baggage, phone calls, emails etc) • Luggage, 

cancellation, medical or accident insurance • Passport 

and/or visa expenses • Meals and beverages other than 

those specified in the itinerary • Mini bar or room service 

Optional Extensions 
Not ready for your adventure to be over? Talk to us about 

a tailor-made extension created exclusively for you. 

INFORMATION 

 

RESERVATION FORM
 

 

NAME 1 Mr./Mrs./Ms./Miss/Dr./Prof. 

NAME 2 Mr./Mrs./Ms./Miss/Dr./Prof. 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

TELEPHONE Home/Work/Facsimile 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

Cost Per Person 
� USD$4,995 double occupancy 

� USD$5,875 single occupancy 

 

  
 I/We have read and agree to the terms and conditions of this program 
   

SIGNATURE 1    SIGNATURE 2 
  

Deposit, Method of Payment 
A deposit of USD$500.00 per person is required to confirm a reservation. We 

accept VISA, MasterCard or American Express.  

  
Please charge my   � Visa   � MasterCard   � American Express 
  

The following amount USD$ ��,���.�� 
 

Card number  ���� ���� ���� ���� 
 

Expiry  �� / ��    CVV Number ���� 
  
  
  
AUTHORISED CARDHOLDER SIGNATURE        DATE 

Send completed form to travel@pionair.com or fax to +64 3 343 3035 

Reservations are accepted in the order received.  

A confirmation letter will be sent on receipt of deposit.  

New Zealand  
A culinary tour with Chef Steph from Julia Child’s Kitchen 
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Please take a few minutes to review 

the following. 

These terms and conditions govern 

the relationship between Pionair 
Adventures Limited, (referred to as 

PAL) and you the purchaser and/or 
traveler, and they apply solely to this 

itinerary as prepared by PAL. No 
alterations to these terms and con-

ditions may be made by any PAL 

employee, authorised representative 
or agent, unless in writing by a man-

ger of PAL. All decisions or notifica-
tions required by PAL in accordance 

with these terms and conditions 
shall be made by an authorised 

manager of PAL. 

Tour Operator 

Unparalleled Journeys Limited, L2 

131a Armagh Street, PO Box 333, 
Christchurch 8140, New Zealand, is 

the tour operator for this program. 

Deposit and Final Payments 

 All payments are subject to the 
cancellation and refund policy out-

lined in these terms and conditions. 
A non refundable deposit of 

USD$500 per person is required to 

confirm a reservation. Full payment 
is due 90 days prior to departure, by 

wire transfer, check, or major credit 
card (American Express, Master-

Card or Visa). Bookings made within 

90 days prior require full payment to 

confirm a reservation. 

Cancellation and Refund Policy 

Cancellation penalties imposed on 
PAL by its suppliers are stringent. All 

cancellations must be made in 
writing to PAL. The date on which 

cancellation notice is received will 
determine the cancellation charges 

applicable. These charges are ex-

pressed as a percentage of the total 
price per person and are as follows: 

• 120-90 days, initial non refundable 
USD$500 deposit • 89-60 days, 

25% of the tour cost • 59-30 days, 
50% of the tour cost • 29-0 days, 

100% of the tour cost. 

No partial refunds are made for 

unused items or services included in 

a program for any reason whatso-
ever. Programs are sold as a pack-

age only. 

Travel Insurance 

We strongly recommend that all our 
travelers are covered by some form 

of travel insurance. As a service and 
courtesy to all our travelers, by 

request, we can provide information 

on trip insurance. While we highly 
recommend trip insurance, you are 

under no obligation to use this pol-
icy and may prefer to use another 

company. 

Participation 

It is the traveler’s sole responsibility 
to take all appropriate medical ad-

vice prior to departure as to the 
required level of fitness to undertake 

the trip and participate in the activi-

ties booked for you. Please be 
aware of your own health and well-

being during your stay. 

Passport and Visas 

All travelers must be in possession 
of a valid passport and any neces-

sary visas required for the whole of 
the journey and the traveler accepts 

responsibility for obtaining the same. 

All information and advice given by 
PAL on matters such as visas, cli-

mate, clothing, baggage, and spe-
cial requirements is given in good 

faith. 

Domestic Airlines, Activities and 

Accommodation  
The terms and conditions of con-

tract for each independent airline, 

carrier and activity, or accommoda-
tion supplier engaged or chartered 

by PAL to supply transport, guides 
or activities for the traveler shall 

apply in respect of and during any 
transportation, guiding, accommo-

dation service or activity. 

No employee, director or associate 

of PAL owns or operates any of the 

entities that will provide transport, 
guiding, accommodation services or 

activities as part of the itinerary. The 
providers of these services and 

activities are independent of PAL. 
PAL will not accept or be responsi-

ble for any claim for loss, injury, 
damage or expense arising from the 

default or omission of any independ-
ent provider.  

Liability 

The safety of PAL’s clients is of 
paramount importance to us. PAL 

endeavours to ensure that each 
activity included in the itinerary is 

undertaken within strict safety 
guidelines. There are certain inher-

ent risks in adventure travel and 
participation in some activities in-

volves a degree of risk. PAL does 

not in any way guarantee the safety 
of those participating. 

PAL is not responsible for any injury 
(physical or otherwise), death, in-

convenience, delay, loss, or damage 
in connection with the provision of 

any goods, services and activities  
and resulting from but not limited to 

any of the following; acts of God or 

force majeure, civil disturbance, 
industrial action, strikes, wars, 

floods, illness or food poisoning, and 
mechanical or other failure of trans-

portation to arrive or depart on time. 
The traveler assumes all such risks 

and/or additional expenses incurred 
or arising from any such event. 

Governing Law 

The itineraries published and the 
participants’ acceptance by comple-

tion of the registration form creates 
an agreement between PAL and the 

traveler. This agreement shall be 
governed by and construed in ac-

cordance with the laws of New 
Zealand and the travelers hereby 

submit to the non-exclusive jurisdic-
tion of the Courts of New Zealand. 

TERMS AND  
CONDITIONS 

Specialists in Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and the South Pacific Islands  
Reservations: +64 3 343 3333 • E: travel@pionair.com • W: www.pionair.com 

Discover and Dine New Zealand 16—26 January, 2011 
Christchurch • Akaroa • Blenheim • Marlborough Sounds • Wellington • Napier • Rotorua • Auckland 


